CLIMBS    IN    BRITAIN    AND    ABROAD
been done so well by better pens than mine can ever
be ; but I may be pardoned for mentioning in passing that
such books as G. W. Young's Mountain Craft and the
Lonsdale Library mountaineering volume should be read,
marked, learned, and acted upon by everyone who would
fit himself for leading an Alpine climb in any but perfect
weather. One may be a super-climber on the British rocks
and yet totally lack that experience and judgment which
alone give safety in bigger mountains.
Ice, snow, and weather can be learned only by experience,
and experience is the only sound foundation of moun-
taineering judgment, the only real safeguard of any climb-
ing party, however skilful the members of it may be.
In 1921, I had the most varied of all my climbing
holidays. At the beginning of July, I joined Dr. McCleary
and Syinons at Bonncval and crossed the Colle Perduto—
an awe-inspiring sight in the mist. The first few hundred
feet are very steep, and as mist concealed the remainder
it looked as if the steepness went on for ever. However,
it did not; we were soon enjoying one of the longest
glissades in the Alps, and in the evening we arrived at
Ceresole. Next day, a fearsome ride in a dilapidated car,
down hairpin bends, and often within three inches of the
edge, brought us to Ronco. From here we made—by
mistake !—the first ascent of the south ridge of the Punta
Rosa dei Banchi—quite a good rock climb, far preferable
to the ordinary south-eastern ridge up which we had
intended to go.
Later on, after climbing the Grivola, the Herbetet, and
the Gran Paradiso, we were lucky enough to find another
virgin peak—-or, at least, a new way up a peak which had
never been climbed before from the south. The Cresta
Gastaldi, next mountain to the Gran Paradiso, provided
this ascent, and we started off in high spirits on a lovely
day to force our way up the somewhat precipitous rocks of
its southern face. At one point was a slab of evident
severity, presenting a small crack at its left-hand side and
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